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The Return of Censorship: War Means Never Having to Tell the Truth 

By Cynthia Cotts Village Voice Writer 

whTtti'f? l b rr 8 l A iS W6 f k ’ bUt ifS n0t the Site ofthe former World Trade Center. It's 
what left of the First Amendment—and every self-respecting journalist should sign up for 

the rescue mission. Of course, by the time the first war of the 21st century is over there 

may not be much left of what liberals used to call free speech. 

In its place has come a heinous kind of propaganda in which antiwar sentiment is dimmed 

and right-wing pundits denounce their counterparts on the left as madmen and enemies- 

from-within. According to the party line, the public must choose: Either give up your right 

to free speech or live in the terrorists' camp forevermore. And since the public is willing to 

ma e e sacn ice, goes the argument, the press should be, too. During wartime you see 

thriTt 0116 7 C : nt,Clzes the government is a traitor, and any journalist with access’to military 
threat to national security. y 
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The fallout started soon after the WTC attack, when the Justice Department sought the power to tap voice mail and 

T ? “ T* ° rder Accordi "8 >° Pa “< McMasters, First Amendment ombudsman for the Freedom Forom 
such an atmosphere voices of dissent grow silent, probing questions by the press are viewed as unpatriotic and ’ 

subversive, and whistle-blowers within the government are quieted." unpatriotic and 

hSoM^ porteS the U sT^i !T ° n inf ° rma,ion had been in pIa “ laa ‘ ™ek when Orrin 

eharee " Tb.T f he US ; had mtercepted a call from a suspected terrorist, Hatch "could be facing a felonv 

k entagon was not pleased and the White House quickly stanched the information flow to Congress. 

V^C^attack^tolj^coiiceiveH^h 6 ^ 3 ' 11 Why media are down P la y i "8 a" ^ds of stories that connect the 

W 1C attack to ill-conceived homegrown policies—from America's decision to train Afghan rebels in the 1980s to 

thedeathsof some Too.OtW childrea 11 Pa * est ' n ' ails t0 ^ ^ sanctions against Iraq, which are believed no have caused 


Those are uncomfortable stories to tell. But journalism is not a popularity contest and in a democracv there is no 
process '' ' Sh ° uId ° 11 Can t0 pr0Vlde the M context of the decision-making 


Inflow* k S T ea l V t0 C ° Ver a War that is lar g e| y wa g ed undercover. According to recent reports Operation 
Justice will combine air attacks with small commando raids by Special Forces troops trained in thearts of 






























Lfent^'r 8 ! ° f C n V ?r.f. a covert . war w ' 11 on| y lle made harder by media restrictions that were imposed by then 
defense secretary Dtck Cheney during the Gulf Wan In accord with Cheney's 1991 ground rules a hmited nool of 

XSr f r aCCeSS ,0 COm , bat 20nes Po °' re P orters were o h “ p eroned * a « toes by a public affairs officer 

(tiering off he le^rrT Censored t0 prevent the release of "sensitive" information. Soldiers were banned from ’ 

® J the-record interviews, a practice that had seriously damaged military PR during the Vietnam War Critics 
say the point of such censorship is to hide military flaws. 

^cau^^fh^t^s^haHTo SOni ?f P P . entagon P e °P le continue to believe that the Vietnam War failed precisely 

noWnf - h P T1 h d * mUCh freedom t0 cover d > and th e American people got too much information " From the 
po nt of wew of these cynics, Dan Rather wrote in the Harvard International Review this past s^SoitoW 
potential adversaries who must be spoon-fed lies with the greatest care and precision. § ’ P 

J? U I' n . 8 ,, the mainstream media's willingness to accept the new censorship led to an "ignominious 

For f ’ T R , MacArthur > Publisher of Harper's and the author of a book on censorship during the Gulf War. 
TurneTwasoneof 1 the fewwh^df 1 ^ success ° PUS - bom bing raids and downplayed enemy casualties. CNN's Ted 
broadcastin^ouCof enemy * a,1 ° Win§ ** ^ t0 C °" tinue 

JLlrW-’ HarP r\™ e N ^ tion ' and the Voice ’ among others, sued the government, claiming that Gulf War 
restrictions violated the First Amendment. But none of the TV networks or major dailies sifned on and the lawsuit 

S— ^ aj K udge , who deemed the issues important but better left for another day. Vdl I know is my fellow 

themselves^itluhe^Pentagon. 1 ' ' S " MaCAlthUr *** " They imagi " e ' ha ' ,hey '" beat ,he COmpeli,i °n by ingraliaring 

andMcMasterf concurs. 6 reS ‘ r ' Ct, ° nS BU ‘ Ca " S ^ “•*« 8 “"8 

mpHit r frrfm e8a m d °v trine 0fpri °, r restraint > the government must meet a very high threshold before it can stop the 
media from publishing a particular account. For example, if the news report revealed troop movements duZ ^Zr 

whin the C £? 0 " Sldered a real threat to national security. But veiy few government secrets are so precious In 1971 

New York Twtes from publishing a secret study of the vietnam War ’ the ’ 

S» nCaUy ’ S f yS MacArthur ’ " no reporter has ever committed treason," that is, reported a story that damaged 
tary operations or put troops in danger. On the contrary, the press tends to exercise voluntary restraint § In 1961 

Z T th u ? °S ]Pl§S attaCk bef ° re jt ha PP ened > but toned down the story at President Kennedy's ’ 

aX «“ y r ‘ e Tim * PUbliSher - ” I Wish y0U had mn « Cuba^rm sor^ youSucll it 

f S r ’.* he groundrulesfbr the new war have not been announced, but indications are not good On SeDtember 19 
gua™;S the . laSt in Afghanistan, sayinfhis safety S not be 

DefenseTcanZ rS Z I p, Pen * a | on , doesnt a 'V Pool reporters this time around. The Department of 
uerense s Captain Riccoh Player did not return a call for comment. 

Given the likely media blackout, MacArthur predicts, "This may turn out to be the freelancer's war." But even a brave 
ner w o ge s across the Afghani border could be ratted out by a competing pool reporter or arrested by a U S 

S for S" i! “ y be ,he ftSt war Where a " ^ £«* - “W or ZS b y y a a Green 
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Lawmaker Pushes Disaster Amendment 

By JIM ABRAMS, Associated Press Writer 

(A u } "JJ e Constitution should be amended to adjust to the new age of mass terror and ensure a 
ooth succession should large numbers of lawmakers be killed, Rep. Brian Baird says. 

Baird, D-Wash., said Wednesday that he is proposing a constitutional amendment to give governors appointment 
powers if one-quarter or more of the House's 435 members are killed or otherwise 

R^rH S” a /T W r ere ™ kn0W people have § reat hatred for our people and our country and our Constitution " 
Baird said. And we live in a time of tremendously destructive weapons." constitution, 

“SHo 68 tH tf 8 r Vern0rS fl11 SeatS VaCated When a senator dies or ^aves office before his term ends But 

_ ® ?T J * S ’ h ® Constltutlon requires a direct election. With the time needed to hold primaries and 

general elections, House seats are sometimes left vacant for months. primaries and 


Baird s proposal would change the Constitution to 


well. 


give governors the authority to appoint new House members 


as 


wiSS-day pi™ '° aPP ° iM H ° USe memberS '° te ™ s would be held 

2“,“ - ,w — *• ->««• ——™ 


fo^sSsme legisZref aPPr ° Va ' ^ ' W °-' hirds ° fb °* h House a " d the Se " ate “< ™.if,cation by three- 
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Iraq Says Warning From U.S. Diplomat Is 'Stupid' 

By Hassan Hafidh 


BAGHDAD (Reuters) - Iraq has dismissed as "stupid" a warning it received from United States not to take 
advantage of the Western campaign against Afghanistan to launch military action in the region. 

In a rare meeting with Iraqi diplomats, the chief U.S. envoy to the United Nations, John Negroponte, warned on 
ndghboring states Iraq ^^ P&Y & PnC6 U USed the CU1Tent situation t0 act a § ainst its own population or any 

xr b,ic ,he tex * of a ,he repiy “ to the u s ■"“» * 

" ^ou?“d 0fy °“ ° r a " y0ne elSe When “ haS 3 right ,0 Claim Wh3t y0U warned 


Aldouri sai^ ^ P ° Werfijl Tt 1S n0t an °PP ortunistic country. Your administration has not learned from the 


past," 


nr"' ^ th u V" it6d Nati ° nS) reVea ' ed t0 Reuters by senior U-S. and foreign diplomats, began with a 
visit to Iraq s U.N. mission by Negroponte, who read from a prepared text. 

On Monday, Aldouri went to the U.S. mission and read his reply. 

U.S officials and diplomats said the United States was concerned Iraq might move at home against rebellious Kurds 
Kuww^dlc^elS° V6r ^ PaSt tW ° d6CadeS ’ ° r any 0f itS ne ‘S hbors - Baghdad attacked Iran in 1980 and invaded 


Nplvorf S TI S p aS f id ther ®'f T hard evidence linkin § Iraq to the attacks against the World Trade Center in 
New York and the Pentagon in Washington. 


But some in the administration of President Bush believe the war on terrorism should 
sure it is not developing weapons of mass destruction. 


also be aimed at Iraq to make 


Baghdad has not condemned the suicide attacks on New York and Washington. Aldouri told the U.N. General 
































Assembly last week it would be hypocritical for Iraq to do so. 

Iraq, whom Washington regards as a "sponsor of terrorism," has denied any link with the attacks or with the prime 
suspect, Saudi-born Islamic militant Osama bin Laden. 

A U.S.-led coalition forced Iraq to withdraw from Kuwait in 1991. Since then, U S. and British aircraft have been 
patrolling "no-fly" zones that cover large parts of Iraq. 

Washington says the zones are necessary to protect their Kurdish and Shi'ite populations from attack by the central 
government. Baghdad says hundreds of civilians have died in Western air raids on targets on the zones. 


An Iraqi military spokesman said on Wednesday that Iraq's upgraded air defenses had shot down a third American 
unmanned plane over the southern fly zone. The U.S. military acknowledged the RQ-1B drone was missing. 
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Cheney Out of Sight, But in the Loop 

By Carter M. Yang ABCNEWS.com 


Vice President Dick Cheney has been largely hidden from public view since the war on terror began but he 
does not appear to have diminished in the least in his role as one of Bush’s most trusted advisers 
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Vice President Dick Cheney, a central figure in the White House war room, has been 
largely hidden from public view since America's battle with terrorism began nearly a month 


When the commander in chief launched the first wave of airstrikes against terrorist and 
military targets in Afghanistan on Sunday, the vice president was whisked away to an 
undisclosed location outside the White House complex as a security precaution. 

White House officials would offer no hint at to where Cheney is or when he might return. 

He does remain at a secure location ... for security purposes," press secretary Ari 
Fleischer told reporters today. "It's a reflection of the times that we're living in." 

But Cheney's distance from the president does not appear to have diminished in the least his 
role as one of Bush's most trusted advisers and a key member of his inner circle . 


'If Something Happens to the President ... ' 


When two hijacked airliners struck the World Trade Center the morning of Sept. 11, the president was preparing to 
fhe WhSuse ° at ' 0n at an elemen,a °' sch ° o1 in Sarasota - Fla > a " d Cheney was at hks office in the West Wing of 


K,!' P resident ' s ° wn account, it was only after conferring with him that President Bush decided to offer his 
first public remarks on the carnage, calling it an "apparent terrorist act." 

It was also Cheney who urged the president not to immediately return to the Washington and instead head to Offiitt 

Air Force Base tn Nebraska, home to a fortified underground command bunker Cheney was rushed to a secure 
underground area beneath the White House. Y to a secure ’ 


After Bush returned to the White House, the 
Maryland. 


vice president was evacuated to the Camp David presidential retreat 


in 



















































In a television interview the following Sunday, Cheney explained why. 

"My basic role as vice president is to worry about presidential succession," he said on NBC's Meet the Press . "My 
job, above all other things, is to be prepared to take over if something happens to the president." 

Since then, Cheney has made only one public appearance: at a photo op at the White House last Tuesday as he and 
the president met with congressional leaders to discuss an economic stimulus package aimed at reviving the slumping 
economy — a proposal he reportedly helped to engineer. Cheney also appeared in a photo released by the White 
House last week of a National Security meeting. 

The vice president has been conspicuously absent from a number of high-profile events, such as Bush's Sept. 20 
address to a joint session of Congress and the swearing in of Tom Ridge as the director of the new Office of 
Homeland Security in the White House East Room — a ceremony Cheney had originally been slated to perform. 

Alternative Explanations? 

White House officials say there is no specific and credible terrorist threat against Cheney, but the indefinite separation 
of him and Bush is being prompted by Secret Service concerns. 

It has been standard practice for decades for the president and vice president not to fly on the same aircraft or to be 
out of the United States at the same time. But that the agency responsible for protecting the two leaders has urged 
them to keep a healthy distance between themselves while in the country is extraordinary. 

Some, including Republican supporters of the Bush administration, have speculated the vice president's low profile 
has to do with his health — a notion the administration has repeatedly denied. Cheney has suffered four heart attacks 
— the most recent one after last November's election, when it was still not certain who had won — and this summer 
had a device known as a "pacemaker plus" installed in his chest. 

Others have suggested the White House may have made a conscious decision to lower the vice president's profile 
during the current crisis to guard against an impression that Cheney, a far more experienced government official than 
his boss, is calling the shots in the anti-terrorism campaign. 

But the administration insists Cheney's relocation from the vice president's official residence at the U.S. Naval 
Observatory in Northwest Washington to a secure, undisclosed site is purely a security precaution. 

"It's... a reflection of the importance of making sure that all security arrangements are [made]," Fleischer said today. 

Cheney's Influence Undiminished 

Even in seclusion, Cheney remains arguably the most influential vice president in history. He has gone unseen by the 
public, but not unheard by those who matter most during this time of crisis. 

Fleischer pointed out to reporters Tuesday that the vice president is being kept "fully and completely informed of all 
events." Officials say Cheney continues to participate in regular meetings — including national security briefings — 
with the president and key administration officials via secure videoconference. 

And the vice president has been working the phones with foreign leaders — including on the first day of the 
bombings — helping to build and keep together the international coalition arrayed against Osama bin Laden's al 
Qaeda terrorist network. 

That is a critical task to which he — along with Secretary of State Colin Powell , the former chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff— is almost singularly suited, having served as defense secretary during the 1991 Gulf War, when the 



Kuwait. 


Cheney also continues to serve as one of the administration’s chief liaisons to Capitol Hill. 

According to Time magazine, when an aide told the vice president last week that reporters were asking where he was 
Cheney smiled and said, "Don't tell them." 

ABCNEWS Political Director Mark Halperin contributed to this report. 
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